
   

 

   

 

        Village Newsletter     April 2025 Issue 280 

 

If you have any updates for the May newsletter, please send to me by  

the 28th April, warm wishes, Natalie     

Nataliebrett64@gmail.com 

 

Defibrillator code C159 X, located at the back of Sorrel Horse pub. 
 

 
Villa Hill, Diane Fleming 

 

WI 
The Shottisham WI committee have recently had a meeting at the Trust Hall with the 

Principal Design and Conservation Officer from East Suffolk Council, Robert Scrimgeour. 
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We made a pre-application planning proposal for improving some facilities at the Trust Hall, 

to modernize, enhance the kitchen and lobby and also address some damp issues. 

He gave us advice in various areas of our proposals and was very complimentary with regard 

to our ideas. He recognized how passionate we are about the building and its future. He 

agreed all our plans verbally, stating we would not need to make any further planning 

submissions, as all the proposals came under repair and enhancement. He said he was 

happy to advise whenever needed with the project. He offered us a grant from the Heritage 

small grant scheme to pay towards dealing with the damp issues in those areas and the 

renovation of the old "Range and Copper" which have recently been exposed. 

We are now in a position to put the work out to tender to three local builders who have 

experience in projects such as these. We have an experienced project manager who will also 

assist. When we have received quotes for the work, we will then try to obtain further grants 

to cover the cost of the project, enabling us to start the work as soon as possible. 
 

Our annual plant and cake sale being held on Saturday 3rd May will be the first of our fund 

raisers of the year. We hope this will pay for the cost of the hall insurance, with any surplus 

going towards the kitchen project. We hope you will come and enjoy tea and cakes with 

others in the village, buy plants for your gardens and help us to raise funds for our hall 

insurance costs. Any excess will go towards the kitchen project. Please come and support us. 

 

We also intend to hold several social evenings at the hall during the summer, with speakers 

and entertainment, tickets will be on sale and everyone will be invited to join us also, to 

raise funds for the kitchen.  We hope you will all be supportive, enabling our unique hall to 

be enhanced and improved further for the pleasure of everyone when they visit. 
 

Shottisham WI are a group that meet every second Wednesday of the month at 2pm in the 

beautiful Shottisham WI Trust Hall. We enjoy monthly talks and entertainment from a 

variety of people, we also enjoy regular walks, lunches, outings, a book club and theatre 

trips. 

There are currently 26 members, a friendly group of people who enjoy each other's 

companionship and support. Why not come to our next meeting, as a guest, to see if you 

would enjoy it and meet us. You would be made to feel very welcome. We are most 

definitely not all just "Jam and Jerusalem!"  

 

We are passionate about protecting and making improvements to the lovely 16th century 

beamed Shottisham Trust Hall that was entrusted to us by the Quilter family. WI meetings 

have been held in the hall since 1928. We will soon 

Celebrate our 100th anniversary! 
 

Contact Diane Fleming 

President Shottisham WI. 

dillypal@outlook.com 
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Shottisham Campsite 
The Campsite will open for the season 1 April. Just to let people know we sell our 

own free-range eggs for £2.50 ½ doz (on small stand at bottom of house drive); 

delicious sausages and bacon from our home-reared rare-breed pigs (£5-6 a pack); 

mince, chunks, joints from our tasty herd of goats; and honey from our bees (£7.50 

for 8oz jar.) Message me on details below for more information and availability. 

  

From April onwards I also take children (and their grown-ups) animal feeding at 5pm 

on Saturdays – meet up on the Campsite by the gates to the smallholding. On the 

Easter weekend animal feeding will happen at 11am on Easter Sunday with the 

annual campsite egg hunt – organised chaos at its finest. 

  

I am also looking to employ someone or some people for a few hours a week over 

the summer period – some facility cleaning, café work, grounds maintenance, help 

with animals etc. If you are interested, please let me know – Claire email 

drcvn@me.com or text 07867488955  

Shottisham Campsite 

St Margaret’s House, Shottisham, Suffolk, IP12 3HD 

01394 411247 

www.shottishamcampsite.com 

 

Sorrel Horse 

New opening hours start in April, check the board for details. Next quiz night 3 April, 

Chilli £10, full menu available. Quiz is every other Thursday at 7pm, please book.  

As many of you are aware Emma was diagnosed with breast cancer a month or so 

ago. We have decided to hold a fundraising event at the pub on Saturday April 

19th, to raise funds for Breast Friends, a local charity that supports people with 

breast cancer. More event details to follow but we are looking for raffle and auction 

prizes to be donated. Please get in touch or pop into the pub if you would like to 

donate. The amazing Jamie Clarke is donating his time to perform on the day. 

 

Parish Council 
Councillor Vacancy 

The parish council are very sad to report that Councillor David Wass has decided to 

retire from the council after nearly six years as a councillor. During this time, he has 

been an invaluable support to the council, made regular safety checks on the 

playground and been responsible for installing the village beacon. His contribution to 

meetings and his skill as a beacon lighter will be sorely missed. 

This also leaves us with a vacancy on the council for a new councillor if anyone is 

interested? If you would like to find out more about the role of councillor, please 

contact Lesley on 01394 410581 or by 

email at clerk@shottisham-pc.gov.uk. 

VE Day 80 Beacon Lighting 9:30 pm – 8 th May 2025 

mailto:drcvn@me.com
http://www.shottishamcampsite.com/


   

 

   

 

To celebrate 80 years of peace we will be taking part in the VE Day 80 celebrations 

by joining in with lighting our beacon (located near the campsite entrance to the 

pightle) at 9:30 pm on the 8 th May. David Wass has kindly volunteered to light the 

beacon again for us. We would like to invite you all to join us in the celebration. 

 

Shottisham Annual Parish Meeting will take place on Tuesday 13th May at 

7.00pm in The Trust Hall, Shottisham followed by the AGM at 8:00 pm. 

In order that the Parish Council can be sure it is addressing the issues that matter to 

the residents of Shottisham, we would like to invite all parishioners to attend this 

meeting to hear about what the parish council has done throughout the past year 

and to raise any questions or comment on what they would like to see done in future. 

All welcome! 

 

Full minutes from the last meeting can be found on the Shottisham Village website 

at: https://shottisham-pc.gov.uk 

Lesley Roberts, Clerk to Shottisham Parish Council clerk@shottisham-pc.gov.uk 

01394 410581 

 

Message from Councillor James Mallinder – Deben Ward 

 

I was delighted to invite our local MP Jenny Riddel Carpenter to visit my ward to talk 

all things local and national. 



   

 

   

 

Over a cup of tea, we discussed local issues concerning all of us.  We talked about 

local social isolation, affordable housing, mental health, public transport and how all 

levels of government can work together to make lives better.  In particular we 

discussed at length the recent highway issues, and how the use of our roads have 

changed over the years, along with increase in visitors to the Deben peninsula, all 

adding to the stress of highways. Not only this with the change in weather patterns 

we are seeing increase in flooding which is having serious implications for all of us. 

We then did a small tour of the peninsula, meeting with a number of local parish 

councils to discuss specific village issues. 

Hollesley village hall was our first stop where we discussed recent local road 

collisions   and how we can increase policing levels locally. 

We then moved on to Shottisham , Eyke and finished in Butley.  We met with 

representatives from your parish council and discussed the really pressing issues of 

the increase in the number vehicles through your village, speed of vehicles and 

mobile phone connection.   Jenny was keen to support your 20-mph project, and this 

is something I am also assisting your PC with.   

The big difficult question however is how we keep all communities strong and 

healthy in a changing world. 

This is just the start of my initiative to engage with all stakeholders and decision 

makers to support Shottisham   and all my villages. However, Jenny now knows our 

issues and we will see how national government policy will develop to support our 

rural communities. 

Letter from The Reverend Robin Alderson 

Dear Friends 

Isn’t Easter late this year? 

Yes, it is. By the time we start hunting, rolling or eating those Easter Eggs this year, 

we shall be getting well on towards May! 

But Easter isn’t like a train that is running behind schedule. It is celebrated on the 

Sunday after the first full moon following the Spring Equinox, so it can fall on any 

date between 22 nd March and 26 th April. 

I think it would be a pity if attempts to “set” a date for Easter were to succeed. I 

cherish the variation of Easter celebrations, some years in a chilly March and others 

in balmy late April. And the variability of the date reminds us that our physical lives 

are not unrelated to or independent of the movement of the Earth and its moon, 

and that not everything is to be set and settled by human beings. 

And of course, in celebrating Easter, we celebrate something extraordinarily human 

yet un-earthly; that life, apparently cruelly ended and entombed, breaks out again 

and makes God’s light and love a reality in the world. 

I am writing this letter on the first day of Lent. The next few weeks give us an 

opportunity to make our own “preparations” for Easter, and by 1 st April, when you 



   

 

   

 

will read this, we shall still be little more than halfway through Lent. You may have 

set yourself your own task for Lent, giving-up or taking-up as an exercise in will- 

power or won’t-power. 

My Lenten exercise this year is to focus on “forgiveness” and “hope”; to read, 

reflect and pray for these gifts. I believe that forgiveness, both given and received, 

and hope – in the widest sense – can enable us to look forward and move forward 

into the future, whatever it seems to hold for us, by moving us into that post- 

resurrection world that we actually inhabit as well. 

I was struck recently by a brief snippet I overheard on BBC Radio 4; I think the 

programme was about the restoration of farm ponds in Essex, but all I heard was 

someone saying, “the only thing that you can mend is the future”. With all that has 

happened and is happening in the world this year, hope brings light when life 

seems entombed by uncertainty. Isn’t this the message of Easter? 

I hope April will be a month of special blessing for you. 

 

April church services attached 

 

WHAT’S ON 

 

1 Apr    Craft Group – 7.30pm, the Hall 

3 Apr    Coffee & Chat – Marsh Barn Café, Hollesley, 10.30am 

5 Apr    Bawdsey Haven Yacht Club Public Talk – 7.30pm, Bawdsey  Hal 

11 Apr  Pop-up-Pub with DJ No Dog Rob – 7.30pm, Bawdsey Hall 

12 Apr  Peninsula Men’s Shed Launch – 10.00am-1.00pm, Hollesley Village Hall 

12 Apr  Bawdsey Market – 2.00-4.00pm, Bawdsey  Hall 

15 Apr  Craft Group – 7.30pm, Bawdsey Hall 

18 Apr  Easter Egg Hunt & Hot Cross Buns – Hunt at 10.00am the Hall/Recreation 

Ground, Buns 10.15am Bawdsey Hall 

19 Apr  Easter Extravaganza – 10.00am-12.00pm, Bawdsey  Hall 

29 Apr  Craft Group – 7.30pm, Bawdsey Hall 
 

Suffolk Punch Trust open 4 April, see www.suffolkpunchtrust.org for days/times 

Marsh Barn Café RSPB Reserve, Hollesley 10.00am-2.00pm daily 

Deben Ferry Good Friday–30 April, weekends only, 10.00am-5.00pm 

Chess Club Second Monday of each month, 6.00-8.00pn, Bawdsey  Hall 

Chair-based Exercise Class 10.30am, Bawdsey Hall, ring Jane 411373 

Yoga with Darren paused for the moment 

Suffolk Police www.suffolkpolice.uk email woodbridge.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk 

Deben Ferry will run Good Friday - 30th Apr weekends only and from 1st May-30th 

Sept daily - 1-31st Oct weekends only. Time 1000-1700 weather permitting 

Boathouse Cafe, Bawdsey 

We are now permanently closed. Thank you to everyone who visited and supported 

the Boathouse Cafe Bawdsey over the last 16 years. Thank you to all the staff and 

helpers who made it possible and worked so hard and thank you to our great local 

suppliers with such fantastic products. We will miss you all. 
 

http://www.suffolkpunchtrust.org/
http://www.suffolkpolice.uk/
mailto:woodbridge.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk


   

 

   

 

 

 

 
DAY ALDERTON ALDEBURGH ORFORD 

Monday 8.00 to 14.30 8.00 to 18.30 8.00 to 18.30 

Tuesday 8.00 to 18.30 8.00 to 18.30 CLOSED 

Wednesday 8.00 to 18.30 8.00 to 18.30 8.00 to 13.00 

Thursday 8.00 to 18.30 8.00 to 18.30 8.00 to 13.00 

Friday 8.00 to 18.30 8.00 to 18.30 8.00 to 13.00 

Staff training is important for our practice. On the following days, surgery sites are 

closed from 13:00 until the following day. The specified site is open for booking 

future appointments and accessing repeat prescriptions. 

 

• Thursday 10th April 2025 - Aldeburgh 

•  Wednesday 14th May 2025 - Alderton 

•  Thursday 12th June 2025 - Aldeburgh 

All calls will be redirected to 111. 
We offer an increasingly wide range of NHS services to our patients: 

 

Covid spring clinics 

 Our Spring covid clinics are beginning soon: 

 Tuesday 22 nd  April – Orford Surgery   

 Tuesday 29 th  April – Aldeburgh Old Generator Station   



   

 

   

 

 Thursday 8 th  May – Hollesley Village Hall 

  

Please contact us if you believe you are eligible for a Spring booster and don’t yet 

have an appointment. 

  

We now request that patients/carers order what they need between 7-10 days before 

their prescription is due. 

  

01394 411641 

peninsula.practice@nhs.net 

https://www.thepeninsulapractice.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


