
   

 

   

 

        Village Newsletter     January 2026 Issue 289 

 

If you have any updates for the February newsletter, please send to me by  

the 26th January. Happy New Year, warm wishes, Natalie     

Nataliebrett64@gmail.com 

 

Defibrillator code C159 X, located at the back of Sorrel Horse pub. 
 

 

Temporary closure of A12 Melton and Saddlemakers Lane 

Suffolk County Council intends to make an order closing the A12 Melton, 

Melton from the junction with the B1438 to Woods Lane and the U3622 

Saddlemakers Lane, Bredfield from the junction with the A12 for 40 

metres eastbound to facilitate gas main replacement works, access will 
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be open for pedestrians and cyclists.  The diversion route will be the 

A12, the A1094, the B1069, the A11152 and vice versa.  It is intended 

that the closure will operate from 8pm on 10.01.26 -5am on 11.01.26 

with a further closure scheduled for associated works. 

 

MOBILE LIBRARY – use it or lose it. 
The mobile library is available over the following dates outside the Sorrel Horse 

between 3 and 3.15pm, calling on Tuesdays every 4 weeks. You can order, 

collect and return books here.  

January 27th, February 24th, March 24th, April 21st, May 19th, June 16th, July 14th, 

August 11th, September 8th, October 6th, November 34d, December 1st and 

December 29th. 

 

Sorrel Horse 
The pub is currently operating winter hours and is closed on a Monday and Tuesday. 

The regular Thursday Quiz will resume January 8th booking 

advised. Fish Friday 6-8pm, 2 for £25. 

 

Shares for the pub are available to buy please contact Natalie on 

nataliebrett64@gmail.com for further information. 

 

Parish Council 
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 13th January at 7:00 pm in the Trust 

Hall. 

Full minutes from the last meeting can be found on the Shottisham Village website 

at: https://shottisham-pc.gov.uk 

Lesley Roberts, Clerk to Shottisham Parish Council clerk@shottisham-pc.gov.uk 

01394 410581 

 

Declining Coastline at Bawdsey 
You may be aware of the rapidly declining coastline at Bawdsey which is claiming 

the footpath in front of Bawdsey Haven Yacht Club (BHYC).  BBC radio Suffolk run 

an article on it this month.   
 

As a Club, members noticed the problem a short while ago and within a matter of 

months, the shingle is being taken by the rising tides, so fast, that part of the footpath 

could completely disappear over the winter period, making the area dangerous.  If 

people wander along the beach, they could get trapped by the incoming tide.  

Members of BHYC, young and old have been desperately working to shore up the 

path with a make-do groin, to offer some protection while we gain further advice, 

funds and support.  
 

So far, the club has paid for material out of the club funds, but this is obviously not 

sustainable.  We have set up a gofund.me and within a week had many donations 

from Club members and local residents.   
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We really need all the support we can get. Any suggestions welcome.  
 

Many thanks, 
 

Janette 

Member BHYC 

The Vicars Voice 

Each year on 6 January, the Christian calendar invites us to pause and celebrate 

Epiphany. A time often known for marking the end of the twelve days of Christmas. 

Epiphany – a word that means “a moment of sudden or great revelation”. 

 

Traditionally, Epiphany marks the visit of the Magi (wise men) and the revelation of 

Jesus to the nations. But it is also a season that encourages us to reflect on how 

God continues to reveal Himself in our own lives today. 

Epiphany is not only about a star over Bethlehem;, but about the countless ways that 

God’s light breaks through our ordinary, run of the mill days. God reveals Himself 

through Scripture—those familiar passages that suddenly speak with fresh clarity, 

offering direction or comfort just when we need it. He reveals himself through 

nature—the beautiful morning light that softens a heavy heart, the winter stillness 

that calms and hushes our anxieties, the beauty of creation that reminds us we are 

held within a much larger story. And God reveals Himself through people—the timely 

word of encouragement, the unexpected act of kindness, the friend who listens when 

we can’t quite find the right words ourselves. 

 

These everyday epiphanies may often be small and quiet. They may come as “aha!” 

moments that interrupt the ordinary: a sudden sense of gratitude, a moment of 

understanding, a glimmer 

or a glimpse of hope. They do not always arrive in grand visions or miraculous signs, 

but more often, they appear in the middle of our daily routines—on busy roads, 

around cluttered tables, during those hurried conversations in passing. Epiphany 

invites us to pay attention, and to notice those subtle sparks of God’s presence that 

illuminate the path beneath our feet. 

 

The Christmas story itself reminds us that God chooses to reveal Himself amid the 

helter-skelter of real life. The shepherds were caught up in the demands of night 

work, the Magi in the complexities of travel and uncertainty. Neither group was 

seeking perfection; both were simply responding to what God placed before them—a 

message, a star – an invitation. They teach us that revelation often happens while 

we are “in the middle of things.” God meets us where we are, not where we wish we 

had been. 

 

So, as we step into 2026, perhaps Epiphany can encourage us to slow down enough 

to notice the ways God is already at work—in the unexpected, the overlooked and in 

the beautifully ordinary. 



   

 

   

 

A Blessing for 2026 

May this new year be filled with many epiphany moments— 

moments of “aha!” clarity and gentle unfolding, 

born not of the extraordinary but of the everyday. 

May you find God in simple conversations, 

in the rhythm of your work and rest, 

in friendships that nourish and encounters that surprise. 

And may each small revelation guide you with light, 

reminding you that God is near, 

active, present, and joyfully at work in your life. 

I wish you a Christmas full of joy, and a new year full of happiness, hope and lots of 

‘aha!’ moments. 

With my love and prayers,  

Rev. Greg 

 

 

 

 
 

 
DAY ALDERTON ALDEBURGH ORFORD 

Monday 8.00 to 14.30 8.00 to 18.30 8.00 to 18.30 

Tuesday 8.00 to 18.30 8.00 to 18.30 CLOSED 

Wednesday 8.00 to 18.30 8.00 to 18.30 8.00 to 13.00 

Thursday 8.00 to 18.30 8.00 to 18.30 8.00 to 13.00 

Friday 8.00 to 18.30 8.00 to 18.30 8.00 to 13.00 

 

Staff training is important for our practice. On the 

following days, all surgery sites close from 1pm 

until the following day. All calls are redirected to 111  

•   Thursday 12 th February 2026 

We offer an increasingly wide range of NHS services to our patients: 

 

Get up to date with your health 

We offer an increasingly wide range of NHS services to our patients: 

• Memory checks (if worried about dementia) 

• Menopause management 

• Paramedic appointments 

• Same day physiotherapy for acute musculoskeletal symptoms 



   

 

   

 

• Minor surgery including moles & lesions 

• Steroid joint injections 

• Ultrasound (by referral) 

• Mental health and wellbeing support 

• Single skin lesion clinic 

• Travel health 

• Social prescriber – support for non-clinical health and wellbeing needs 

• Compassionate Companion service – to support end of life choices and care 

• Full contraception services (eg coils) and sexual health 

Also available at our practice are non-NHS services (charged): 

• Chiropody – foot care appointments & home visits 

• Ear care – wax removal (see website) 

 

01394 411641 

peninsula.practice@nhs.net 

https://www.thepeninsulapractice.co.uk 

 


